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Preface
Special issue celebrating the 37th International Conference on
Coordination Chemistry, 13–18 August 2006,

Cape Town, South Africa

•
•
•
•
•

design;
• precious metals, photochemistry and computational chem-

istry.
‘First time on the African continent’—this was the motto dis-
layed in advertising for the 37th International Conference on
oordination Chemistry, held at the Cape Town International
onvention Centre, South Africa, over the period 13–18 August
006. The motto was also prominent in the minds of the Organiz-
ng Committee and of its indefatigable Chair, Prof. Klaus Koch
Fig. 1), in the planning and preparation for the conference.
trenuous efforts were made to compile an excellent scientific
rogramme that would meet the expectations of delegates com-
ng to Cape Town from around the world. This special issue
f Coordination Chemistry Reviews provides an opportunity to
eflect on the scientific programme, and it is a sure bet that any
eader who was not in Cape Town for the conference will wish
e or she had been!

The scientific programme comprised seven plenary lectures,

9 keynote lectures, 228 oral contributions and 325 poster pre-
entations, all contributing to one or other of the conference
hemes:

ig. 1. At the opening ceremony: Prof. Klaus Koch, Chair of the Organizing
ommittee (left); Mr. Mosibudi Mangena, Minister of Science and Technology
f the Republic of South Africa (centre); Ms. Helen Zille, Mayor of the City of
ape Town (right). Photo: Anthea Davison.
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metals in biology and medicine;
metals in materials, nano-structures and devices;
metals in catalysis and industry;
metals in self-assembly and supramolecular systems;
metal complexes in solution: structure, mechanism and ligand
ig. 2. A chemical ‘edutainer’ in action: Prof. Rudi van Eldik gives his plenary
ecture. Photo: Anthea Davison.
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At the formal opening of the conference (see Fig. 1) a special
ublic lecture was presented by A.P. de Silva (Belfast), in which
e enthusiastically described, and demonstrated, how molecules
an gather information (as sensors) and process information (as
omputers), communicating the information as luminescence
ignals. In the audience, in addition to the conference delegates
nd invited dignitaries, were 150 learners and teachers repre-
enting some 30 local schools, and it was good to see the rapt
nterest inspired by this presentation reflected in these excited
oung faces.

The plenary lectures continued in the main conference ses-
ions with Peter Sadler (Edinburgh) demonstrating the rich
iversity of coordination chemistry for the design of novel ther-
peutic agents with unique mechanisms of action, and Helder
arques (Witwatersrand) elucidating the chemistry of the cobalt

orrinoids as derivatives of vitamin B12. Tobin Marks (North-
estern) described new materials and processes for inorganic

ransistors, organic transistors and printed electronics, while
obel Prize co-winner Bob Grubbs (Caltech) discussed the
se of olefin metathesis catalysts to synthesize large and small
olecules that might be used in a variety of applications,

anging from pharmaceuticals to new materials. Dirk Kurth
Potsdam) stepped in at the last minute to replace an absent
lenary speaker and gave a fascinating account of polyox-
metalate clusters as components in functional materials, and
udi van Eldik (Erlangen-Nürnberg) showed that fundamental

nsights into inorganic and bioinorganic reaction mechanisms
nable the systematic tuning of reactivity for environmentally
nd biologically relevant applications, quite apart from pro-
iding suitable experiments for chemistry ‘edutainment’ (see
ig. 2).

In this special issue of Coordination Chemistry Reviews, we
resent a selection of invited reviews based on three of the
lenary lectures and 20 of the keynote addresses, in the hope
hat the reader will glean a fair impression of a cross-section of
he work presented at the conference within each of the above
hemes. Each article has been peer-reviewed and represents cur-
ent thinking on the latest developments in a particular area
f coordination chemistry. One is left with an overwhelming
mpression that the science of coordination chemistry is flour-
shing and, in its applications, making important contributions
o our everyday lives. Sincere thanks are due to the participat-
ng authors for their timely contributions, and to Prof. A.B.P.
ever, Editor-in-Chief of Coordination Chemistry Reviews, who
dministered the reviewing of the manuscripts.
The 600 conference delegates came from 60 different coun-
ries and 35% of the participants were students, a good omen
or the future of coordination chemistry. There was a rich social
rogramme which gave some flavour of the culture of the coun-
ig. 3. Table Mountain from the Victoria & Alfred Waterfront, a short walk
rom the Cape Town International Convention Centre. Photo: Alan Hutton.

ry and its people, and an impressive level of fitness was shown
y some 90 delegates who climbed Table Mountain (1087 m, see
ig. 3) on foot, another 282 ascending by aerial cableway. The
onference has been reviewed in the literature [1], and a photo
allery is available at the conference website [2].

While we all look forward to the next conference in this series,
cheduled for Jerusalem, Israel, from 20 to 25 July 2008 [3],
rom South Africa we say ‘Hambani kakuhle—niphinde nibuye
wangoko!’ [4].
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